The First Department of Internal Medicine, Tohoku University School of Medicine, Sendai TAAAHASHI, M., MUE, S., OHMI, T., SHIBAHARA, S., YAMAUCHI, K., FUJIMOTO, S. and TAKISHIMA, T. Serum Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Activity in Human Bronchial Asthma. Tohoku J. exp. Med., 1977, 121 (2) , [195] [196] Using hippuryl L-histidyl-L-leucine as a substrate analog, serum angiotensin converting enzyme (ACE) was spectrophotometrically estimated in patients with bronchial asthma. There were significantly low activities of serum ACE in 115 patients with bronchial asthma irrespective of the presence or absence of acute attack. Fig. 1 . Serum ACE activity in control subjects and patients with bronchial asthma * Mean±s .n. history of atopic disease or any other special illness. As shown in the figure, the activities of serum ACE were significantly (p< 0.07) lower in patients with bronchial asthma irrespective of asthma attack.
As shown in the table, the activities of serum ACE were reduced in patients with chronic type of bronchial asthma more markedly than in patients with paroxysmal type. Serum ACE was not changed by the treatment with glucocorticosteroids.
The relation of serum ACE to the changes of blood pressure and serum protein will be reported elsewhere.
